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Wolverhampton’s vision for the future is simple. It’s summed up in 

three words: prosperity for all.

However, we’re also realists. We understand that the changes we 

want to see in our city can’t be achieved overnight. That’s why 

with our partners in business, the academic world and the public 

service, the council has set out an ambitious long-term plan to 

regenerate Wolverhampton.

We start with some distinct advantages over our competitors.

Our location at the heart of the nation’s road and rail networks gives us unmatched 

connectivity to the rest of Britain, Europe and the world. 

Closer to home, a potential market of three million people can be found within just 20 miles  

of the city centre.

As the chosen location of one of Europe’s most significant clusters of aerospace, high-value 

manufacturing and automotive companies, we already have much of the skills infrastructure 

that modern business needs.

We also have the right attitude – the attitude to make things happen.

Councillor Roger Lawrence 

Leader, Wolverhampton City Council

Wolverhampton: Making It Happen

The City of Business Opportunities
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The structural rebalancing, both in terms of sectors and geography, of the national economy 

places Wolverhampton in an enviable position to exploit the new opportunities becoming 

available. Wolverhampton has a well-balanced economy across manufacturing, construction, 

distribution, services and public sector, without an over-reliance on any one sector.

National rebalancing is taking place within the context of a reassessment of the direction  

of globalisation, with increasing recognition that globally competitive companies need to 

locate productive capacity and specialisation in each of the world’s principal regional  

markets. As a globally-connected city, with an established advanced manufacturing cluster, 

Wolverhampton is in a prime position to respond to these shifts in global demand.

Furthermore, in an increasingly knowledge based economy, in Wolverhampton there is  

evident synergy between the local manufacturing sector and the locally-available technical 

services sector, particularly design and process modification but also across all the business 

support and professional services sectors. Additionally, the deepening of the servitisation (the 

shift by manufacturers from solely selling product toward selling integrated products and related 

services systems) of the manufacturing sector provides scope for increased competitiveness, 

enhanced productivity and new product and process development. The expansion into 

servitisation activities across all sectors by Wolverhampton based businesses is anticipated  

to be a major driver of output growth.

As a result, the Wolverhampton economy is set for a period of sustained growth, as key sectors 

within the city such as automotive and aerospace are forecast to record robust levels of demand 

over the next half decade. Furthermore, as a critical provider of precision components, allied  

to traditional craft industries’ emphasis on quality and reliability, the potential to supply other 

output sectors indicates there is significant scope for expansion and future growth.

The historic industrial legacy has provided the basis for clusters of excellence, notably in the 

advanced manufacturing sector.

These clusters have been sustained through continuous innovation in product technologies 

and design, with key Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) enjoying established 

international reputations for quality and reliability. Furthermore, whilst the skills base of  

the labour force is enjoying robust demand, the skills and attributes of the working population 

are being replenished by an increasing number of graduate-level entrants possessing skills 

attuned to the advanced manufacturing sector.

As a result, growth in Wolverhampton, and the Black Country, is forecast to be substantially 

above that achieved at a national level. Significant investment opportunities exist in the 

component supply sector.

Wolverhampton Economic Overview
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The global growth trajectory, some seven years after the onset of the financial crisis, remains 

subdued with economic trends yet to achieve a sustainable or balanced pattern. More 

optimistic sentiments at the beginning of 2014, have been undermined by weaker 

performance in the US, revived concerns regarding EU recovery and generally lacklustre 

Emerging Market activity. However, overall global output growth is being underpinned by 

some momentum being sustained in Japan, Germany, Spain, and notably the UK. The IMF is 

now forecasting global growth in 2014 of 3.4%, and firmer performance in 2015 of 4%, with the 

UK forecast to achieve growth of 3.2% this year and 2.7% next year – one of the strongest 

amongst the larger economies.
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This mixed picture is reflected by the volatility recorded in global FDI flows (see above) and also 

the direction of flows. Overall world FDI flows increased by 9% in 2013 to reach an estimated 

US$1.45 trillion, compared to the US$1.33 trillion recorded in the previous year. Over the next 

three years, the United Nations Commission for Trade and Development (UNCTAD) are 

expecting over half to be received by developed economies.

Global, National and Regional Context
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Inflows to Europe were up by 3% in 2013, attributed to greater retained earnings by EU-located 

foreign affiliates, coupled with increased mergers and acquisitions activity. Germany, Spain and 

Italy saw a substantial recovery in their FDI inflows in 2013 with interest from manufacturing 

multinationals in Spain buoyed by competitive labour costs. In contrast, global automotive 

investment flows eased for the third consecutive year. Although UNCTAD data indicates a 

decline in UK FDI receipts, Britain remains the second most attractive investor destination in 

terms of FDI stock, which increased by the equivalent of over 8%. This is reflected in the range 

of sectors recording new inflows and the diverse origin of these flows. Notably, as the British 

economy rebalances, in 2013 the sector which attracted the most number of projects and 

number of new jobs was advanced manufacturing, with 418 projects and over 37,000 fresh 

employment opportunities.
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Furthermore, value creation in advanced manufacturing has benefitted from technology 

improvements within IT and communications, transport and co-ordination. This has enabled 

the adoption of lean and efficient production, facilitating specialisation in niche intermediate 

activities within international supply chains and the concentration of clusters of excellence. 

Connectivity has thus become increasingly significant, as knowledge is commercially 

transferred along global-value chains (see glossary) and global benchmarks in technology, 

reliability and quality are established and continuously upgraded. This has enhanced the 

integration of intermediate products trade, flows of capital and intellectual property coupled 

with increasing demand for services to co-ordinate the fragmented production and distribution 

processes. The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) have termed 

this a “trade-investment-services-know-how nexus”, with the availability of sufficient 

infrastructure and business service recognised as key factors attracting investors. Investor 

attractiveness is further strengthened by the degree to which official policies foster expansion 

and intensification of productive capacity coupled with the future availability of educated and 

skilled labour.
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The servitisation of the productive economy has also become a key aspect in achieving greater 

value-added outputs. OECD value-added data indicates that servitisation is now intrinsic to 

boosting goods exports. Successful manufacturers increasingly differentiate and customise 

goods, with servitisation activities ranging from aircraft engine manufacturers continuously 

monitoring inflight performance to agricultural harvester producers utilising GPS technology  

to automatically correct tractor positioning to adjust for vehicle drift during harvesting.

Moreover exports are now largely channelled through global-value chains, with the re-export 

component proportion growing. As a result, for enterprises to be successful globally there is 

evident need to flexibly engage in just-in-time delivery with competitiveness increased in 

proportion to the ease of connectivity. This global-supply chain structure has stimulated  

both capacity and re-shoring as well as of proximity manufacturing.
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Off-shoring from the UK intensified since the 1990s, contributing to increased British import 

intensity, notably in heavy manufacturing, and was accompanied by a fall in low-skill (as 

defined by the OECD) employment of almost a third over the period from 1995 until 2008. 

Contemporaneously however, there was a significant demand increase for medium and 

high-skills, 22% and 68% respectively over the same period. Post-2009, so-called re-shoring of 

output back to the UK has resulted from the perceived narrowing of wage differentials, 

supply-chain integrity concerns and the need to upgrade responsiveness to shifts in markets 

and quality trends – the UK Manufacturing Advisory Service Barometer indicated that 14% of 

businesses re-shored during 2013. However, the changes wrought in the UK manufacturing 

skills-base make it unlikely that low-skill demand will revive strongly. Rather global enterprises 

are more likely to be making decisions based on proximity to key sectors of manufacturing and 

clusters of excellence. Thus manufacturing re-shoring back into the West Midlands is likely to 

take advantage of the enhanced processes that are now available within the sector and the 

potential for increased value generation. Similarly, the perceived tendency for interruptions to 

global supply chains is likely to boost proximity manufacturing as components suppliers seek 

to ensure continued access to their principal clients, prime producers and Original Equipment 

Manufacturers (OEMs).
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This attractiveness of the region to inward investors reflects the changes that have occurred in 

the economy, especially within the manufacturing sector and the associated restructuring of 

the services sector, particularly those parts that are heavily integrated with the production 

process and not simply pre- and post-production but also within the actual production 

process itself. Although manufacturing has declined as a proportion of the overall economy, 

now equivalent to just over 10% of GDP, in terms of overall output (measured in 2010 prices) 

the manufacturing sector recorded growth until at least the turn of the century. While output 

fell dramatically as a result of the financial crisis, since 2010, there has been some recovery in 

the performance of the manufacturing sector.
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Whilst the recovery in production, of which manufacturing was the key contributor, has 

supported the return to real growth, the services sector has been the key driver of output 

growth, as it was before the financial crisis.
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In contrast to recoveries from previous recessions, and despite the severity of the downturn 

experienced regionally, the West Midlands economy has performed robustly post-2009 

according to Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) data. Indeed the evidence would suggest that 

the local economy could grow at least 2-3 percentage points higher than that achieved 

nationally over the next decade.
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This forecast is based on considerable anecdotal evidence to suggest that currently the West 

Midlands economy is operating at close to full capacity, if not over-utilising available capacity. 

Data for the regional PMI indicates that currently overall output performance is being 

constrained by transport infrastructure, with supplier delivery times becoming increasingly 

problematic as the economy performs strongly. Programmed investment into both 

infrastructure and output capacity should facilitate the release of this potential, offering real 

opportunities for investors.
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With a population of over a quarter of a million, the City of Wolverhampton is situated within  

a travel-to-work area that comprises a labour force of 323,000, generates Gross Value Added 

(GVA) equivalent to £10 billion, as outlined above, with a real disposable income base close to 

£8 billion.
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The evolution of GVA output (over the period 1997 to 2011) indicates a significant shift in the 

economic structure, most notably manufacturing falling from the equivalent of 25% of the city 

economy to 14% by 2011, whilst GVA produced in the societal sector – education , health, 

welfare and public administration - increased from 19% to 27% by the end of the period. The 

increase in the contribution from the societal sector undoubtedly reflects enhanced public 

sector outputs, but this also includes the rapid expansion of the University of Wolverhampton 

and the increased importance of other tertiary-level education institutions. Similarly, although 

manufacturing GVA fell, associated sectors such as business and professional services over the 

same period increased to a tenth of overall output, as activities previously incorporated within 

the manufacturing sector were out-sourced. Distribution, including warehousing and 

wholesale activities remains significant, equivalent to just under a fifth of activity throughout 

the period.

Investment in Skills: £270m has been invested in secondary education, transforming the school environment in the city
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The Wolverhampton economy is relatively well balanced with productive industries providing 

almost a quarter of overall output, logistics slightly over a fifth, services almost 27% and societal 

close to 28%. This lack of dependency on a specific industry or sector, and the commercially 

collaborative interactions between the sectors, creates a framework for innovation and 

continuous product refinement.
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These attributes are further enhanced by the predominance of SMEs within the local business 

community, with 4746 (84%) employing less than 9 employees, supplying a core of larger-scale 

producers both within the city and the adjacent regional economy. This structure lends itself 

to a business climate within which smaller companies collaborate commercially to produce 

intermediate goods and components. This enables companies to draw on disparate pools of 

knowledge and technology due to the fact that Wolverhampton enterprises provide product 

to a broad variety and range of sectors, nationally and internationally. To sustain this breadth 

and depth of know-how, Wolverhampton companies remain abreast of the latest international 

best market practice and leading-edge technological practices. As a result, Wolverhampton 

exhibits the attributes of a globally successful, sophisticated, knowledge-intensive 

manufacturing cluster increasingly competitive as aspects of servitisation are deployed to 

boost productivity.

The benefits of the collaborative nature of the city economy can be seen in the location of 

automotive, aerospace and associated industries. This is obviously a positive impact of the 

industrial legacy of the city, but more so the capacity to renew and reinvigorate technological 

clusters and sustain a knowledge-based labour force

Positive sentiment toward the local economy is exemplified by the development collaboration 

between Wolverhampton City Council, Staffordshire County Council and South Staffordshire 

District Council on the i54 South Staffordshire site, which has already attracted the investment 

of Jaguar Land Rover, Moog and Eurofins. The 91 hectare i54 site provides a nationally 

recognised centre of advanced manufacturing for the city, and is forecast to provide significant 

demand for component suppliers as production and indeed the number of production units 

expands. Similar development opportunities will become increasingly available as land 

preparation projects are implemented. Furthermore, acceptable development land currently 

held in the private sector and associated sites currently held publically, will be released onto 

the market.

Manufacturing Growth: Jaguar Land Rover’s new engine plant at i54

CREDIT: JAGUAR LAND ROVER
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Advanced manufacturing encompasses a broad spectrum of productive sectors, normally 

including automotive, aerospace and advanced engineering, but also other manufacturing 

sectors within which value-added output is primarily derived from capital intensive operations 

often coupled with a highly skilled technically-orientated labour force. Given that these sectors 

form the backbone of the West Midlands productive sector, FDI inflows into the region 

recorded some of the strongest growth nationally, with both the Greater Birmingham Local 

Enterprise Partnership (LEP) and Black Country LEP areas having experienced robust rates of 

growth (by 57% and four-fold respectively). Of special note is the investment by Jaguar Land 

Rover, estimated at over £500 million, into its new engine plant in Wolverhampton.
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Moreover this regional capacity to attract investments directed toward high-value added 

manufacturing is reflective of the position of Black Country and Wolverhampton enterprises 

within global-value chains. For many companies, the presence of foreign affiliates across the 

sub-region is clearly an important factor. 

There are advanced engineering enterprises based in the city, including those involved in 

energy generation: nuclear, conventional and sustainable. Nuclear Engineering Services (NES), 

for instance, provide services for both nuclear decommissioning and new build, ranging from 

concept design through to onsite installation and operator training. With in-house engineering 

capacity, NES is able to provide bespoke solutions either as project participants or lead 

contractors. Robotas Technologies have been supplying semi-automated hand assembly 

systems to the broad range of manufacturing. Similarly, the Japanese cutting tool 

manufacturer Tungaloy Corporation has expanded its operations in the City benefitting from 

knowledge transfer programmes supported by the University of Wolverhampton, the Chamber 

of Commerce and the Manufacturing Advisory Services located at the Wolverhampton Science 

Park. The Science Park itself is host to over 100 enterprises operating in a range of 

technological and creative sectors including software development, environmental 

management, photography and videography, graphics, website design, water technology, 

biocidal coatings, healthcare and business support services. In addition, BOC, the global 

Advanced Manufacturing
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industrial gases and engineering operations provider, houses its largest test facilities at its 

Wolverhampton Centre of Excellence. Their Wolverhampton operations supply large-scale 

manufacturing companies, as well as other industrial and medical supplies. 

Other advanced manufacturing sectors include food processing with Eurofins operating a food 

testing laboratory. Whereas locally headquartered brewer Marston’s exemplifies the potential 

available from the integration of product design, manufacture of beverages, distribution, 

marketing and retail within a single corporate entity – a prime example of the effective 

servitisation of manufacturing. 

Hi-tech: engine components produced by Jaguar Land Rover at i54

CREDIT: JAGUAR LAND ROVER
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Nationally the automotive sector has been one of the more robust performers, with Society of 

Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) forecasts indicating that two million vehicles would 

roll off UK assembly lines by 2015, overtaking the 1972 record of 1.92 million - the region being 

the core of the production process. With regionally located volume producers such as Jaguar 

Land Rover and MG Motor UK providing key sources of current demand and offering 

opportunities for increased locally value-added output. The city hosts component producers 

in fields such as: driveline; chassis and underbody; engine components; body panels; interior 

trim; electrical components; and design and engineering. The latest available information 

indicates the strength of local economic performance. This is evidenced by the sharp 

improvement in GVA since 2009; in 2009 GVA was down 12.3% from the previous year, but in 

2011 it was up 6.8% from 2010
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Wolverhampton’s ability to respond to the global shifts in demand and trends in fashion is 

founded on the depth and range of its component suppliers, not just Tier 1 and 2 but from the 

initial stage of raw materials transformation to the final product sale. Companies include 

Ramsay Rubber & Plastics (lamination of pressure sensitive adhesives), Hub Le Bas (steel tubes), 

Willenhall Powder Coating (electrostatic or compressed air powder coating), Wolverhampton 

Pressings (metal pressings and welded assemblies) Wolverhampton Electro Plating (bulk 

processes of barrel zinc and zinc nickel electroplating), Zincast (zinc and aluminium die 

castings) and Rolevet Industries (specialist industrial fasteners). 

These component suppliers provide products not just for the automotive sector. They provide 

supplies across the manufacturing spectrum, including power generation, marine, 

petrochemicals, power technology, pumps and valves, pneumatics and hydraulics, electronics, 

domestic products, construction as well as food and beverage manufacture.

Automotive
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Precision engineering: Jaguar Land Rover’s new Engine Manufacturing Centre

CREDIT: JAGUAR LAND ROVER
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The cluster of aerospace manufacturers and their component suppliers in the city underlines 

the regional and national importance of advanced manufacturing located here. Indeed, the 

Midlands aerospace cluster taken as a whole is equivalent to 3% of global output – Britain being 

the second largest aerospace manufacturer in the world after the USA. With aerospace order 

books for the two principal global producers extending into decades, component suppliers 

can expect a sustained period of demand. The city provides essential components to the 

aerospace sector, both civilian and military – according to the Midlands Aerospace Alliance the 

new VSTOL Lightning II Joint Strike Fighter would be unable to take-off without engine rotation 

and actuation components manufactured in Wolverhampton. The production of such 

precision components again demonstrates the competitive collaboration of local enterprises, 

drawing on knowledge derived from supplying to a variety of sectors and the attributes and 

skills of the technological cluster.

Major enterprises based in the city are Moog and UTC. The Wolverhampton operations of 

Moog include a wide range of aerospace design, manufacture, assembly and test, servicing  

and repair of hydraulic, mechanical electrical/electronic flight controls, actuation systems  

and other aircraft equipment. UTC Actuation Systems offer worldwide through-life support  

of actuation systems used by all types of aircraft operators, with UTC Aerospace providing 

both primary and secondary flight control systems. The HS Marston Aerospace division of UTC 

Aerospace brings the capacity to supply heat exchangers, ozone converters and fluids 

management components and systems. Indeed it is apparent, that UTC’s strategy is to 

consolidate these operations in the city.

In addition to these two principal manufacturers, the cluster of companies located in the city 

include Paragon Engineering & Logistics (new product support), Victoria Drop Forgings (die 

forgings), Comar Engineering (hydraulic and pneumatic equipment), Heinrich Georg (turnkey 

solutions in aircraft component testing), and Surface Finishing Engineering (electroplating and 

surface treatment).

Aerospace
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Lift Off: Fly By Wire helicopter tail rotor actuator - produced by Moog inc. at i54

CREDIT: MOOG INC.
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The construction sector was particularly badly impacted by both the recession and the 

subsequent austerity programme. However recent data for 2014 indicates that construction 

companies are experiencing strong growth, with PMI data for July indicating that growth in the 

sector has now extended to 14 months. The loss of capacity does however allow opportunities 

for new industrial processes, such as off-site modular construction models to be developed. 

Indeed the opportunity for off-site prefabrication offers up not only a solution to potential 

shortfalls of supply but for the Wolverhampton components suppliers to invest in new 

products.
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The construction sector in Wolverhampton is characterised by small-scale sub-contractors, 

however there are a number of medium-sized enterprises such as the long-established family 

business of AM Griffiths & Sons (construction and building) and Carvers (building supplies).  

The most significant company headquartered in the city is Carillion, which employs over 

40,000 worldwide and has annual revenues over £4 billion. Carillion demonstrates that export 

potential of the construction sector particularly in the provision of services. These include 

facilities management, facilities services, energy services, rail services, road maintenance and 

utility services, as well as construction services (building and civil engineering activities) in the 

Middle East and globally. Carillion has also been heavily involved in Public Private Partnership 

projects in defence, health, education, transport, security, energy services and other 

government accommodation. 

Construction
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The future of the construction sector is increasingly moving toward environmentally 

sustainable and energy efficient methods, particularly in both future additions to the housing 

stock and upgrading the existing housing estate (so-called retrofit). Through the Built 

Environment Climate Change Innovations (BECCI) project, managed by the University of 

Wolverhampton, SMEs in the sector are being supported and encouraged to adopt innovative 

building solutions that are economically sustainable as well as carbon-reducing practices.  

This initiative focusses on techniques and products that are utilised in retrofit.

This approach has been adopted in the construction of new housing developments in the  

city, with one of the more recent in Bushbury for the Accord Housing Association. This 

generated close to £1 million of orders for local enterprises. Indeed, the development  

by Accord demonstrates the benefits provided to housing associations by an integrated 

approach encompassing design, manufacture, build quality, carbon efficiency and 

management. Moreover, the approach puts demand into the local economy and through 

tenant management stimulates local ownership.

Environmental Technologies

New Build: sustainable housing at Showell Court, Bushbury
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In addition to the specialist design and support services referred to previously, the city boasts 

a broad range of professional business services. It is important to note that the potential 

direction that economic rebalancing could take toward greater geographic distribution and 

toward production, will involve a greater role for the non-financial services sector, with  

regional hub concentrations such as Wolverhampton playing a more vigorous role. 

Although the recovery post-2009 has again been widely attributed to the services sector,  

with the default assumption that the financial services sector is largely the source of this,  

the situation is much more nuanced. Indeed the performance of financial services has been 

problematic. Rather, services sector growth has tended to be concentrated in areas that are 

heavily integrated with the real economy, namely professional and business support,  

including design, architectural and engineering service; IT; warehousing; wholesale; and 

transport. Accordingly, the deepening servitisation of the economy appears to be a new  

factor facilitating international competitiveness and with it growth.

A key driver of local growth in the creative sector, is the Caparo Innovation Centre (CIC),  

a collaboration between Caparo and the University’s Faculty of Science and Engineering,  

which provides critical new product development services to both inventors and businesses.  

The CIC provides a range of engineering, marketing, design and business skills. With access  

to development and prototyping resources at the University, as well as the manufacturing  

and distribution expertise of the Caparo Group, the CIC is an imaginative new approach to  

facilitate the transition from product ideas to business realities.

Professional Business Services

Key Business Support: a broad range of technical and scientific services available to support businesses 

CREDIT: MOOG INC
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A key component of recent growth, and a further aspect of the servitisation of the overall 

economy, has been creative industries, with robust growth in both output and jobs. The sector 

provides significant demand for high-skilled and high valued-added jobs. According to the 

latest data available from the Department for Culture, Media and Sport, the sector contributes 

over £71 billion (equivalent to 5% of the total) in GVA to the national economy and provides 

close to 1.7 million jobs (nearly 6% of the total). Growth has been robust, by some 15.6% since 

the crisis and by 9.4% between 2011 and 2012, with employment growth close to 9% over the 

same period. The sector is also a key source of exports, with the value of creative sector 

services exports equivalent to £15.5 billion in 2011 (8% of the total) and has been one of the 

strongest performers, with exports between 2009 and 2011 increasing by 16%. 

The potential for growth of the creative sector within Wolverhampton is considerable,  

drawing on the already existing expertise located in advanced manufacturing and the associated 

professional services sector. In conjunction with the University, the City Council is concentrating 

on the provision of base infrastructure to facilitate a deeper and wider presence of the creative 

industries within the city. Key to this process are the facilities available for incubating start-up 

enterprises at the Wolverhampton Science Park, which aims to support the development of 

innovative businesses in science, technology, knowledge-based and creative sectors via the 

provision of a high-quality physical environment and associated support services.

There are a growing number of creative companies located in Wolverhampton, but perhaps 

the scale of potential growth is best exemplified by the rapid expansion of Wow Stuff. 

Supplying gifts, gadgets and toys to major retailers, Wow is one of the fastest growing privately 

owned British companies. With its Wolverhampton design centre, the company projects new 

products growth of 300% over the next three years and is currently targeting sales equivalent 

to US$250 million.

Other targeted industries are marketing, technical services such as architecture and design, 

fashion, media, serious gaming and performing arts.

Creative Industries

Rock Legend: Robert Plant at Wolverhampton Civic Hall. The Civic Halls and Grand Theatre will benefit from £6.2 million of Black 
Country LEP funding

CREDIT: EXPRESS & STAR
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The full potential of these opportunities becomes apparent when considered in relation to  

the current and future communications infrastructure. Wolverhampton is in effect a major 

confluence of connectivity, with the M6, M6 Toll and M54 motorways all congruent with the 

city borders, coupled with direct access to the West Coast Mainline Rail as well as principal 

national rail freight corridors. Within 100 minutes travel-time some 14 million people live, 

providing both a substantial demand and supply base. Wolverhampton has excellent 

connectivity via the mainline railways. Businesses here can connect with all major UK cities. 

Train journeys from Wolverhampton to Birmingham are 17 minutes. Wolverhampton to 

London takes just 98 minutes. In addition, several types of rail haulage companies also operate 

on the network, accommodating a wide range of freight movements throughout the UK, and 

internationally via Southampton, Liverpool, Bristol and Felixstowe.

This connectivity has been recently strengthened by the extension to nearby Birmingham 

Airport which offers considerably enhanced passenger and cargo routes to the Asia-Pacific  

Rim as well as the Americas, both North and South, and to Africa and the Middle East.  

This additional potential connectivity supplements an extensive range of destinations  

and source of imports available from both Manchester and East Midlands Airports.

Wolverhampton has attracted £18 million in funding from the Black Country Local Enterprise 

Partnership (LEP) Growth Deal bid. This will support development of Wolverhampton 

Interchange, improvements to the Civic Halls and Grand Theatre, the development of Bilston 

Urban Village and a new Science and Technology Centre at the University of Wolverhampton.

Coupled with the current, and projected, broadband availability, the regional, national and 

international connectivity of the city offers a prime location for professional business services 

enterprises. With the deepening of the servitisation of manufacturing, enterprises are able  

to take advantage of the demand emerging form the advanced manufacturing sector.

Infrastructure

Better connected: a new railway station will form the centrepiece of Wolverhampton Interchange 
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In addition to the city-based University of Wolverhampton, the intellectual and human capital 

of the economy is sustained by over 20 Universities in the Midlands. These institutions  

provide 18% of England’s first-degree graduates in physical sciences, 19% of all mathematics-

related graduates, 16% of all computer science graduates and close to a quarter of all 

engineering graduates. Furthermore the University of Wolverhampton is recognised as  

a national leader in knowledge transfer programmes whereby academic and applied research  

is transferred into the productive economy, with the University particularly successful in 

applying these programmes to the SME sector.
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Whilst the recent rapid success of major manufacturing has severely tightened demand for 

skilled workers – a problem of success – most notably within existing supply chains, the 

number of graduate level specialists produced regionally offers some scope to address this 

problem. Indeed, the tightening of labour demand at the higher-end of the skills base is 

reflected in the increasing proportion of the resident population with degree-level qualifications.

Enabling Sectors, Skills and Quality of Life

Higher Education: the University of Wolverhampton is investing £45m in supporting business
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Within the foreseeable future, close to two-thirds of each age cohort leaving secondary 

education will possess 5 A*-C grade GCSEs (including Mathematics and English). The transition 

to employment in the real economy from an academic environment, however continues to  

be challenging. The city, both public and private sectors, has as a result moved to address this 

issue with a number of innovative collaborative approaches, involving institutions such as  

the GTG Academy and the Black Country University Technology College, which supplement  

the activities of the tertiary colleges and the increasingly Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics (STEM) orientated Academies. The speed with which the education sector has 

adopted a proactive approach will enable further deepening of the proficiencies of the labour 

force. Indeed, the demographic profile of the Black Country, and within it Wolverhampton, 

indicates that new entrants to the labour market will be educated to higher and more 

technically specific levels than previous cohorts.

In quality of life terms, strong cultural, entertainment, sport and leisure offers underpin 

Wolverhampton’s visitor economy, while attractive and affordable housing make 

Wolverhampton a good place to put down roots.

Wolverhampton’s cultural offer is recognised nationally and internationally

CREDIT: WOLVERHAMPTON RACE COURSE
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Accounting K K K K K K K K
Architecture K K  

Biochemistry K K K K K K
Biomedical Science K K K  K K K
Biology K K K K K K
Business K K  K K K K K K K
Civil Engineering K K K K
Chemical Engineering K K   K  

Chemistry K K K K K
Computing/Computer Science K K K K K K K K K
Dentistry K  

Economics  K K K K K  K
Electrical/Electronic Engineering K K K K K K
English K K K K K K K K
Engineering K K  K
Geography K K K K K
History K K K K K
IT K K K K K  

Law K K K K K K K K
Marketing K K K  K K K
Mathematics  K K K K K K K
Mechanical Engineering K K   K K
Medicine K K  K K  

Music K K K K
Pharmacy K K  

Physics  K K  K K K
Politics  K K K K K K K 

Psychology K K K K K K K

Source: Unistat and WMEF

Key Local Universities with  
Degree Level Courses on Offer
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Data source year wolverhampton west midlands england

Development opportunities (employment land includes only sites over 0.04 km2)

Total size (km2) 2011 2011 69.44 12,998.32 130,278.43

Available employment land (km2) AMR Dec-13 0.805 N/A N/A

Readily available employment land (km2) AMR Dec-13 0.564 N/A N/A

Demographics, qualifications / skills, earnings, and private sector employment

Population (Total) MYE 2013 251,557 5,674,712 53,865,817

Population (Age 16-64) MYE 2013 159,277 3,560,634 34,351,400

5 A*-C GCSEs (including English and  
Maths) attainment at schools

DfE Dec-13 61% 59.9% 60.8%

Degree-qualified (or equivalent)  
residents (Age 16-64)

APS 2013 20% 28.4% 35%

% residents - Managerial Jobs APS 2013 7.7% 10% 10.4%

% residents - Professional Jobs APS 2013 12.4% 17.6% 19.8%

% residents - Technical Jobs APS 2013 10.3% 12% 14.2%

Yearly median earnings for full-time  
employees by workplace

ASHE 2013 £24,930 £25,341 £27,376

Private Sector Jobs (% of all jobs) APS 2013 77.8% 77% 77.4%

employee proportions by broad industry sector within each area (sic 2007)

Agriculture forestry and fishing BRES 2012 0% 0.9% 0.7%

Production BRES 2012 14.8% 13% 9.7%

Construction BRES 2012 5.4% 4.2% 4.4%

Services BRES 2012 79.8% 81.9% 85.2%

(The Production category totals ‘Manufacturing’ and ‘Mining, quarrying & utilities’ categories)

number of business enterprises by broad industry sector within each area (sic 2007)

Agriculture forestry and fishing BASL 2013 10 11,945 96,000

Production BASL 2013 660 14,810 117,560

Construction BASL 2013 650 20,120 220,250

Services BASL 2013 4,330 124,875 1,428,285

Total BASL 2013 5,650 171,750 1,862,095

number of business enterprises by turnover (£) within each area (sic 2007)

Under £1,000,000 turnover BASL 2013 4,965 154,815 1,628,090

Over £1,000,000 turnover BASL 2013 685 16,940 179,990

Sources: See glossary.

Wolverhampton Database - Key Statistics  
for the City of Wolverhampton
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Location Quotients: The Advantages  
of the City of Wolverhampton

sic code location Quotient Business count

2 dgt 3 dgt sic Description
west  

midlands
city micro small medium large total

101
Processing and preserving of meat and 
production of meat products

1.38 1.40 0 0 0 0 0

14 Manufacture of wearing apparel 1.28 4.34 15 0 0 0 20

141
Manufacture of wearing apparel, except 
fur apparel

1.46 4.54 15 0 0 0 20

201
Manufacture of basic chemicals,  
fertilisers and nitrogen compounds

0.70 1.68 0 0 0 0 0

24 Manufacture of basic metals 2.12 3.41 10 0 0 0 20

242
Manufacture of tubes, pipes, hollow  
profiles and related fittings, of steel

2.13 8.65 0 0 0 0 5

243
Manufacture of other products of first 
processing of steel

3.75 18.16 0 0 0 0 0

245 Casting of metal 3.72 2.56 5 0 0 0 10

25
Manufacture of fabricated metal products, 
except machinery and equipment

2.24 3.42 135 55 15 0 210

251 Manufacture of structural metal products 1.62 2.12 15 0 0 0 25

255
Forging, pressing, stamping and  
roll-forming of metal; powder metallurgy

4.82 8.77 0 10 0 0 15

256
Treatment and coating of metals; 
machining

1.89 2.99 70 30 0 0 100

257
Manufacture of cutlery, tools and  
general hardware

3.77 5.38 10 0 0 0 10

259
Manufacture of other fabricated  
metal products

2.64 4.78 35 15 0 0 50

281
Manufacture of general purpose 
machinery

1.61 1.68 10 0 0 0 15

282
Manufacture of other general-purpose 
machinery

2.44 1.98 10 5 0 0 20

284
Manufacture of metal forming 
machinery and machine tools

3.98 6.50 10 0 0 0 10

293
Manufacture of parts and accessories  
for motor vehicles

3.86 1.78 0 5 0 0 10

30
Manufacture of other transport 
equipment

0.82 2.91 0 0 0 0 5

33
Repair & installation of machinery  
and equipment

0.94 4.08 35 5 0 0 45

331
Repair of fabricated metal products,  
machinery & equipment

0.91 4.82 35 0 0 0 40

42 Civil engineering 1.05 2.88 30 5 0 0 40

421 Construction of roads and railways 1.01 5.32 5 0 0 0 5

81
Services to buildings and landscape 
activities

1.04 1.98 35 10 0 0 45

811 Combined facilities support activities 1.28 7.03 0 0 0 0 0

figures may differ by small amounts from those published in ons outputs due to the application of a different rounding methodology.  
0 indicates either no companies present, or data suppressed due to less than 5 enterprises present.
location Quotients compare the industry share of employee jobs in a local area compared to in great Britain overall.
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The establishment of Wulfruneheatun, the high enclosure of Wulfrun, 

has been variously attributed to the Mercian King Wulfhere in 659 or 

alternatively to Lady Wulfran in 985. Whilst the origins are open to 

debate, evidence points to the area being a key economic motor  

from pre-Roman times. This potential was facilitated by the Roman 

expansion of road infrastructure, notably the opening up of Watling 

Street to Virconium (place of the man-wolf) placing the area at a key 

transport nexus.

During the Medieval period, the city developed as a market town, probably as early as 1179 

with a Royal Charter eventually granted in 1258, and expanded as one of the principal centres 

of the woollen trade in the 14th and 15th centuries. The capacity to respond to new economic 

opportunities was deepened by the rapid expansion of the transport infrastructure, notably 

roads, canals and rail which supported the successful exploitation of natural resources, notably 

coal, iron and limestone from the 18th century onwards. 

Wolverhampton was the home to Button Gwinnett, one of only two 

English-born signatories to the American Declaration of Independence, 

and subsequently President of Georgia. As well as being the (probable) 

location of the first commercially viable Newcomen Steam Engine in 

1712, the local MP (and longest continuously serving, 1835-98) Charles 

Pelham Villiers was a key figure in the Free Trade movement – earning 

the plaudits of one David Ricardo.

As a key centre of the Industrial Revolution, Wolverhampton established a global reputation in, 

consecutively and contemporaneously, refined steel production (especially after the introduction 

of the first steam-powered blast furnaces), japanning, locks (notably Chubb), bicycles, 

motorcycles, and automobiles. The ability to innovate and develop leading-edge technologies 

is amply demonstrated by the various, often successful, attempts by Wolverhampton 

manufacturers at the land-speed records in the early part of the last century. In particular, the 

Sunbeam factory developed the Mystery (first to exceed 200 mph) and the Silver Bullet, with 

designs and prototypes used in aero-engine 

production. This capacity to migrate from one 

specialist sector to another, remains a key 

feature of the city’s components supply-chain. 

Globally-ranked automotive and aerospace 

clusters characterise the economy and provide 

the basis for future expansion of advanced 

manufacturing technologies.

Wolverhampton Origins
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this report identifies the sectoral strengths of – and opportunities for – the 

wolverhampton economy.

By setting up or growing your business in Wolverhampton, you can:

•	 	capitalise	on	our	strengths	in	high	value	manufacturing,	construction,	environmental	

technology and professional and business services. 

•	 	benefit	from	new	resources	to	support	research	and	development	and	innovation	across	 

all business sectors.

•	 have	direct	access	to	road,	rail	and	air	links	and	high-speed	broadband	that	will	put	you	at	

the heart of Britain, Europe and the world.

•	 tap	into	a	visitor	economy	based	on	strong	cultural,	entertainment,	sport	and	leisure	offers

•	 work	with	partners	including	a	business-minded	University,	the	Black	Country	Local	

Enterprise Partnership ,the Black Country Chamber of Commerce and national 

organisations

•	 get	joined-up	support	tailored	to	your	sector,	your	type	of	business,	its	size	and	maturity	

from the Black Country Growth Hub, the council and its partners

•	 join	sector-leading	companies	like	Jaguar	Land	Rover,	Marstons,	Moog	and	UTC	Aerospace	

that already call Wolverhampton home.

to find out more, contact:

Tim Johnson 

Strategic Director, Education and Enterprise 

01902 555 400 

tim.johnson@wolverhampton.gov.uk

Reasons Why Your Business  
Should Choose Wolverhampton
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Glossary
AMR

APS

ASHE

BASL

BRES

DfE

FDI

IP

Global Value Chains

LEP

MYE

PPP

OEM

SMMT

Servitisation

VSTOL

UNCTAD

Annual Monitoring Report

Annual Population Survey

Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings

Business Activity Size and Location

Business Register and Employment Survey

Department for Education

Foreign Direct Investment

Intellectual Property

A network of borderless, globalised production systems, where produce and 

components are sourced nationally and internationally. These complex networks, 

featuring many interdependencies across and between states and trade blocs, are 

referred to as global value chains (GVCs).

Local Enterprise Partnership

Mid-year Estimates

Public Private Partnership projects

Original Equipment Manufacturer

Society of Motor Manufacturers & Traders

The shift by manufacturers from solely selling product toward selling integrated 

products and related services systems

Vertical & Short Take-off & Landing 

United Nations Commission on Trade & Development
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Wolverhampton boasts an enviable position at the heart of the UK

CREDIT: EXPRESS & STAR


